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Context
• Ongoing shortages threaten continuity of supply of medicines 

essential to the practice of internal medicine

• Legislative measures at EU and national level to address supply 
shortages (e.g. EMA Shortages Monitoring Platform and Critical 
Medicines List, ALBVVG in Germany)

DGIM initiative to develop a consensus list of essential 
medicines for internal medicine
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Aim
Definition of medicines that, according to the
current state of knowledge, are necessary for the
treatment of internal diseases.

(No health policy initiative to specifically address the medicines that are particularly
threatened by shortages.)
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DGIM initiative for a list of essential 
medicines in internal medicine
• Development of a unified list of indispensable active substances

for internal medicine

 final consensus round in progress

• cooperation with the 11 subspecialty societies of internal 
medicine in Germany

• approximately 600 active substances listed

Definition of essential medicines:

• Inclusion in clinical practice guidelines (CPGs) 

• or if not included in CPGs: current consensus on the need by
at least one of the respective 11 societies

DGIM - List of essential medicines for Internal Medicine



DGIM - List of essential medicines for Internal Medicine

596 substances are listed in the actual version
(EMA critical medicines list contains less than 300 substances)

DGIM Critical Medicines List (excerpt of the actual draft)
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DGIM Critical Medicines List (excerpt of the actual draft)
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For Comparison: 
EMA Critical Medicines List  - First Version 12. decembre 2023 (excerpt)

https://www.ema.europa.eu/en/news/first-version-union-list-critical-medicines-agreed-help-avoid-
potential-shortages-eu



Proposal to develop a European 
perspective in cooperation with EFIM

• DGIM would like to hear about similar initiatives from EFIM member
societies.

• Possible collaboration on a joint EU-centric publication?

Please contact us at info@dgim.de

For the DGIM Working Group:
Prof. Dr. Tilman Sauerbruch
Prof. Dr. Georg Ertl
Dr. med. Thomas Gamstätter
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